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CROWNING ITS PRAIRIE LANDSCAPE,
THIS HOME WAS INSPIRED BY THE

: DESIGN OF TRADITIONAL
: al MIDWESTERN FARM BUILDINGS.
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» growing girls and a pastry business
t as quickly, Kirsten and Ronald John-
d a space crunch. But it was nothing 50
acres and a spacious house with a commercial-
quality kitchen couldn’t fix.

The Johnsons had been living in a 1914 farm-
house on 14 acres near Stillwater, Minnesota, just
cast of St. Paul. Their kitchen was filled with the
aroma of cheesecakes, tortes, cakes, and other
desserts that Kirsten baked. “My cheesecakes
became really popular)” she says, especially at
local restaurants.

A home-based business was perfect for the
Johnsons: Kirsten could be at home with the chil-
dren while Ron worked as a chef at a private golf
club. “We decided long ago that our priority was
our children and that one of us should stay at
home with them.” Kirsten says.

To grow the business and comply with state
health  regulations,  the needed a
commercial-grade kitchen to supplement the fam-
ily kitchen. Plus. *we knew we were running out
of space,” Kirsten says. “Two of the things we
were really missing were play space for the Kids
and space to entertain.”

Foranupgraded kitchen, they considered adding
to the farmhouse they had already remodeled.
Builders contacted for bids set them straight: An
addition would require costly foundation work.
“We never even drew up plans because everyone
who looked at it had a look on their faces of Wiy
are vou even considering this”" Kirsten recalls.
That left starting from scratch,

Near where they lived sat 100 acres of pris-
tine Minnesota prairie. with a
ridge overlooking the St. Croix
River. “We knew we enjoyed
living out in the country, a hi-
tle bit away from the town, but
not too far away, so we can
enjov the benefits of a big city,”
Ron says. After they persuad-
ed the owner to sell half the
land two bizarre problems
cropped up: stories of buried
garbage and a deed from the
late 1800s allowing neighbors
to bury their dead on the ndge.

The Johnsons had to place
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legal notices in the newspaper
to clear the deed and ensure no
one wanted 1o claim  burial
rights. They also hired some-
one to search the land for trash
and graves. The result: no junk
or bodies, only rumors, “We
really went through the gamut
of problems we could have”
Kirsten says.

Home on a hill

In the meantime, the couple had been doing
their homework on the style and size of home
they wanted, as well as checking out builders. “
think we spent three years going to every parade
of homes. We were looking to get ideas and check
out quality,” Ron says.

All that research helped Kirsten and Ron make
some basic choices about their new home. “As
we looked around at styles and shapes, we real-
ized we loved the walk-outrambler concept,”
Kirsten says. *So we knew when we bought this
property that’s what we wanted to do”

With the help of Minneapolis architect Dale
Mulfinger, they developed those ideas into a
powerful design. “There needed to be a house in
scale with the ridge.” Mulfinger says.
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The photoprmie

He achieved that by drawing upon houses built
in the region during the 1800s. Those homes
included space for people at one end, animals at
the other, and hay or grain in the middle. The
only livestock in the Johnson house are a dog
and a cat, but their new home is long and nar-
row, with its roof line echoing the ndge on which
it sits. “There was nothing they were suggesting
to me that wanted 1o make it feel like a house
built into the hill. It wanted to feel more like the
agrarian buildings you see out in the rural land-
scape that claim the hill,” Mulfinger says.

The home captures spectacular views of the
St, Croix River Valley to the east and the rolling
prairie to the west. *It's incredible.” Kirsten says.
“It’s like living on a postcard.”

Those views influenced Mullinger as he devel-
oped the floor plan. He placed the rooms used
most—the two Kitchens, dining room. master bed-
room, and lower-level playroom-—to the back of
the house with views of the river valley.



Kitchen pros)

With two professional cooks in the family,
the Johnson kitchens are places
to both work and play. ‘
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“We wanted the kitchens to look out
across the long view and be sunny.”

—Kirsten Jo

Sunlight and warmth

A massive stone fireplace adds warmth to the din-
ing room and opens to the living room. “We had
this image of the space. with this fireplace in the
middle, separating the living room from the din-
ing room,” Kirsten says. "I like the fact that you
can be dining with guests on one side, and when
vou're done, you can go sit on the other side and
still enjov the fireplace” Sunlight bathes both
spaces during the day through windows that near-
Iy fill the walls at both ¢

The two rooms form a cross-gable to the house,
allowing a vaulted ceiling that spans both rooms.
It provides a voluminous feeling on the interior,
and breaks up the roof peak on the exterior.

The openness of the two rooms works well for
the Johnsons, especially when entertaining. Both
cooks are frequently in the kitchen and wanted
to make sure they could still visit with guests or
family in the dining or living rooms.

The family kitchen is an L shape with an island
and solid-surfacing countertops and sink. Maple
woodwork throughout the house reflects the light
that pours in through the windows—an important
element for surviving long Minnesota winters.,




The music room is “an oasis”
from the rest of the house.

A high-end residential stove, rather
than an uninsulated commercial-
grade stove, fits the needs for the
family kitchen, The stove also
includes a convection oven, " you're
doing fish sticks, which I do quite
often for the kids, or Tater Tots, they
really get crisp,” Kirsten says. It looks
areal, too—another reason they
chose it over others.

The commercial kitchen backs up
to the family kitchen, but can be
completely shut off from the rest of
the house. “We had to do that because
of [the state health] code.” Ron says. Both kitchens
include windows so Kirsten can watch the chil-
dren as they play out back and she works, “We  Three tall double-hung
wanted the kitchens to look out across the long  windows with two

view and to be sunny.” Kirsten says. transom windows, lefi

ollow light déep into the
P ersonada ’ 5 p gces dning and Iving rooms
At the other end of the house, off the dining room,  “In the dining room

is the Johnsons' master suite. *“We didn’t know  we realy get some
how we'd feel about the master suite being so  beoutiful moming iight,
accessible from the dining room.” Kirsten says,  Kisten sy,
“but all we have to do is shut the door if we're
entertaining.” It’s the only bedroom on the main  The music mom above
level; the childrens bedrooms are on the lower s o specal spoce that
level. “Ron and 1 always wanted to have our bed-  feels emoved from the
room separate from the children’s” Kirsten says.  rest of the house The
Even though they're a floor up, Kirsten and Ron  gabled celing makes
can still hear their young children if they need  this mom seem ke a
comforting in the middle of the night. house within & house,

The master bath 1s accessible from the bed- Mulfinger says
room and the walk-in closet, which is nice when
Ron has to get up at 4 a.m. to get ready for work.
That allows him to close both doors as he’s dress-
ing and not awaken Kirsten.

Music is so important to the Johnsons, they
devoted a main-level room to 1t to the right of
the entry. “It’s fun to play in there because you
can have a bustling houschold and still feel like
you can go there to practice.” Kirsten says. French
doors at the room’s entrance are actually exteni-
or doors, for an extra sound barrier. "It an oasis
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from the rest of the house,” Mulfinger says.

Mulfinger lowered the entry a couple of steps
to separate it slightly from the main floor. *1 find
that at about that level, vou don’t really feel that
you're in a split-entry house, you just feel that
you are a couple steps down. It gives greater
height to the entry.” he says. It also allows light
to flow down the steps into the lower level.

The lower level includes three bedrooms and
a playroom with a painted concrete floor that'’s
easy to clean up after craft projects. Windows and
a door to the backyard brighten the basement’s
atmosphere. *'We love the walk-out basement, and
with this house we wanted to make the lower lev-
el warm and livable, and not a dark, gloomy,
damp space.” Kirsten says.

The challenge, Kirsten says, was incorporating
a living space with a commercial kitchen. With
two chefs and an architect involved, however,
cooking up a solution was no problem.
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